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FOREWORD 

  
Internews, an international non-government organization operational in over 40 
countries, supports open media worldwide. Internews Pakistan is working to strengthen 
freedom of expression in Pakistan by building a substantial online Media Resource 
Centre that monitors violations against media and provide journalists with knowledge and 
expertise on legal coverage (www.internews.org.pk)   

HIGHLIGHTS OF REPORT

   

Internews is presenting the report Media Freedom Statistics for the January June 30, 
2006, which is based on incidents of attacks and intimidation perpetrated on media. The 
incidents were reported in the various national newspapers and were confirmed through 
media bodies.   

Media in Pakistan faced at least 48 recorded incidents of attacks and harassment during 
the first half (Jan 1 

 

Jun 30) of the current year in which two journalists were murdered 
and 28 attacked or tortured.  

Statistics compiled from Pakistani print media by Internews, an international NGO 
working to promote open media worldwide, reveal that in these 48 incidents a total of 66 
journalists were the victims of which 25 were kidnapped or detained and 11 faced 
harassment or threats. The murdered journalists include Munir Ahmed Sangi of Kawish 
Television Network and Hayatullah Khan of The Nation who were killed in Sindh 
province and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas respectively.    

The analysis shows a disturbing trend of increasing incidents of violence against media 
persons and media property in Pakistan. In January 2006 there were six incidents and in 
June the number of attacks had risen to 13. During the period under review six attacks 
and raids by government and political groups on media property were reported including 
press clubs at Peshawar, Khairpur and Quetta.   

Geographically Sindh proved to be the most dangerous region in Pakistan to practice 
journalism with 29 journalists victimized followed by 17 in tribal areas, 11 in Punjab and 
seven in North West Frontier Province. Two journalists from the Northern Areas were 
also victims of harassment.   

The brunt of physical attacks and threats was faced by the print media where 52 
journalists were at the receiving end while 14 electronic media journalists also coming 
under attack during the first six months of 2006.    

The most prominent incident of violence was the killing of Hayatullah Khan, who was 
kidnapped on December 5, 2005 and found dead on June 16, 2006 in Mirali, a town in 
North Waziristan with bullet wouds to his head. 

http://www.internews.org.pk
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BACKGROUND 

  
Definition: Violation against media occurs, when an influential person, organization or 
government agency tries to influence a media personal (reporter, editor, photo journalist 
or camera personal) or organization, like newspaper, TV & radio channel, Press Club, 
media installations or equipment in order to threaten, harass or intimidate him/her to 
prevent him or her from discharging professional duties.   

The report includes incidents of murder of journalists, attempts on life, detentions, 
abduction, torture, harassment and threats and damage to the media equipment or 
properties.   

Despite the fact that the media rarely reports about such incidents for many reasons the 
following report focuses on those incidents which did get reported in various national 
newspapers and TV channels. There may still be many cases that might not have been 
reported by the press.   

Apart from government agencies every other influential person including politicians, 
businessmen, religious groups, and extremist militant outfits try to influence media 
contents in Pakistan.   

METHODOLOGY 

  

Mainly five categories of attack on media were identified to record information. These 
include murder, abduction, torture and harassment or threats.   

Original newspaper cuttings of all the incidents of violations against media were also 
compiled and recorded.       
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REPORTED CASES; 

  
Journalists Killed 

  
1. Photo Journalist killed in crossfire  

Victim:      Muneer Ahmed Sangi 
Date:         May 29, 2006 
Town:        Larkana  
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Murder 

      Source: Dawn  
Incident:  A photographer of Sindhi language newspaper, Daily Kawish, Muneer 
Ahmed Sangi was killed in crossfire during a gun battle between two tribes on 
Monday in Samaee village of Larkana, Sindh province. Muneer was shooting the 
gun battle.  

2. Abducted journalist found dead   

Victim:      Hayatullah Khan  
Date:         June 16, 2006 
Town:        Mir Ali, North Waziristan  
Province:   Tribal Area  
Type of Violation: Abducted and Killed  

      Source: Dawn, The News, BBC  
Incident:  A tribal journalist missing for about seven months has been killed. His 
body was found laying outside a village in Mirali in North Waziristan Tribal 
region on Friday June 16. His hands chained, the 29 year old Hayyat ullah Khan 
had been shot from behind. Hayat ullah Khan was disappeared on December 05 
last year.  

Journalists detained, kidnapped and missing      

1. Journalist kidnapped by politician  
    
     Victim:       Adam Jamali  

Date:          January 11, 2006 
Town:        Nawabshah 
Province:   Sindh  
Type of Violation: Abducted and harasses  
Source: Dawn  
Incident: Local journalist, Adam Jamali was kidnapped and tortured by the son 
of a union council s nazim who belongs to the ruling party and no FIR could be 
registered against the culprits.   
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2. Political Administration detains journalist for reporting Bajaur situation.   

      Victim:       Iqbal Khattak  
Date:          January 14, 2006 
Town:        Khar, Bajaur Agency 
Province:   Tribal area 
Type of Violation: illegally detained  
Source:      Daily Times 
Incident:  The Bajaur Agency, political Administration arrested a journalist Iqbal 
Khatak, bureau chief of national English Daily  Daily Times . The journalist was 
arrested from agency s regional headquarter Khar for reporting the situation in the 
tribal area and was released later. The arrest was made on the instructions of 
Political Agent of the agency, Fahim Wazir. Fahim also threatened the journalist 
not to enter in tribal areas again with out prior his permission and used abusive 
language with him.  

3. BBC correspondent for Peshawar detained.   

Victim:       Haroon Rasheed  
Date:          January 14, 2006 
Town:        Khar, Bajaur Agency 
Province:   Tribal area 
Type of Violation: illegally detained  
Source:      Daily Times 
Incident: On the instructions of Fahim Wazir, Political agent of Bajaur Agency, 
FC men arrested Haroon Rashid, correspondent for BBC on January 14. Haroon 
Rasheed was detained for few hours and threatened for not reporting the urgency 
in agency again.   

4. Journalists group detained group of journalists at Bajaur   

Victim:       Group of Journalists  
Date:          January 17, 2006 
Town:        Khar, Bajaur Agency 
Province:   Tribal area 
Type of Violation: illegally detained  
Source: Daily Times   

Incident: The Political administration of Bajaur Agency on Tuesday January 17 
barred and detained a group of journalist as they tried to report the aftermath of a 
US air strike in Bajaur that killed 18 people, on January 13. As per details 
available, Haroon Rasheed of BBC Urdu Service along with AVT Khyber 
reporter Mehmood Jan Babar and camera man Waheedur Rehman was denied 
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entry into Bajaur Agency and the tribal police told them to go back to Peshawar 
as authorities had banned journalists.   

5. Journalist arrested   

Victim:       Abdul Aziz Lasi     
Date:          February 15, 2006 
Town:        Hub   
Province:   Balochistan   
Type of Violation: arrested    
Source: Business Recorder   
Incident: Abdul Aziz Lasi, Bureau Chief of Urdu Daily Intikhab, was arrested 
from Hub while taking snaps of Chinese Engineers killed in firing the other day.   

6.  Journalist arrested in Gilgit   

Victim:       Abdul lateef     
Date:          February 21, 2006 
Town:        Gilgit 
Province:   Northern Areas  
Type of Violation: Detained Illegally  
Source; IFEX (International Freedom of Expression)  
Incident: Police arrested the chief editor of weekly sada-e-Gilgit, Abdul Lateef 
for unknown reasons on February 21.    

7. Security Agencies detain group of journalists  

Victim:       Haroon Rashid, Haji Mujtaba and Inam-ur-Rehman        
Date:          March 06, 2006 
Town:        Miran Shah, North Waziristan   
Province:   Tribal Area    
Type of Violation: illegally detained  

       Source: IFEX     
Incident: Security agencies arrested three journalists, Haroon Rasheed of BBC, 
Haji Mujtaba correspondent for Reuters and Inam-ur-Rehman of APTN while 
they were reporting from North Waziristan. Security officials kept them under 
arrest for few hours and snatched cameras and cassettes from the journalists.     

8. Two Journalists missing   

Victim:       Mukesh Rupeta/ Sunjey Kumar          
Date:          March 6, 2006 
Town:        Jacobabad Air Base  
Province:   Sindh  
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Type of Violation: Detained and arrested  

      Source: IFEX  
Incident:  Mukesh Rupeta a correspondent for a TV channel geo news, and 
cameraman Sunjay Kumar arrested by the intelligence agency to interrogate for 
filming at Jacobabad air base. According to the Geo news the organization has 
been unable to contact Rupeta and Sunjay.  

9. A group of Journalist barred from coverage and detained   

Victim:      group of Jouralists 
Date:         March 14, 2006 
Town:        Diamar Basha Dam 
Province:   Northern Areas  
Type of Violation: Harassment, Detention 

      Source: Dawn 
Incident:  Kohistan police officials forced the journalists to leave the dam site 
and they don t allow them to enter in the Diamar city to cover a protest rally 
against the construction of Basha Dam. Police kept the journalists under detention 
for more than 24 hours.   

10. SHO detains Journalists  

Victim:      Adeel Jawad, Shabbir Ahmed, Niaz Ahmed 
Date:         March 30, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Detention 

      Source: PPF 
Incident:  SHO cantonment railway station, Bakir Gillani illegally detained three 
journalists, Adeel jawad of daily Express, Shabbir Ahmed of daily Ummat and 
Niaz Ahmed of Daily Jasarat.              
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11. MD of Dubai based Baloch voice TV channel disappear  

Victim:      Munir Ahmed Mengal 
Date:         April 04, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Illegally detained  

      Source: Daily Star  
Incident:  Munir Ahmed Mengal, head of Dubai based satellite TV channel 
Baloch voice was taken away by law enforcement agencies soon as he reached at 
Karachi airport from Dubai on April 4.  

12. Journalists detained illegally   

Victim:      Ariz Muhammad Mirani 
Date:         June 05, 2006 
Town:        Sukkhur 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Detained illegally  

      Source: Daily Star 
Incident:  SHO Kandhara police on the advise of PDSP anti corruption Sukkhur 
registered a bogus case against Ariz Muhammad and arrested him and his family 
members from their home on June 6. The police in front of the village beat the 
arrested journalist and threatened him for reporting against the frauds of PDSP.  

13. Another Journalist disappeared  

Victim:      Mehr-ud-din Mari 
Date:         June 27, 2006 
Town:        Thatta 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Kidnapped 

      Source: IFEX 
Incident:  Another journalist Mehr-ud-Din Mari of Daily Kawish has been 
detained by Intelligence Agencies for unknown reasons on June 27.         
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14. Three Journalists detained overnight  

Victim:      Khalil Afridi, Sudhi Afridi, and Abuzar  
Date:         June 30, 2006 
Town:        Khyber Agency 
Province:   Tribal Area 
Type of Violation: Detained Illegally  

      Source: IFEX 
Incident:  Political administration detained three journalists including Khalil 
Afridi of the Daily Khabrain, Sudhi Afridi of the Frontier Post, and Abuzar of the 
Daily Express for 24 hours. The officials wants to know the address of wanted 
head cleric of Lashkar-e-Islami, Mangal Afridi. They were only released after the 
intervention from clerics.   

Journalists tortured and injured 

  

1 TV Journalist manhandled by railway Police    

Victim:       Rizwan Thebo   
Date:          January 24, 2006 
Town:        Nawabshah 
Province:   Sindh  
Type of Violation: Tortured and detained   
Source: Pakistan Press Foundation   
Incident: A TV Journalist was beaten and arrested by Railway Police while he 
was making footage of railway police action against the encroachment on 
Railway land ay Nawabshah on Monday 23 January 2006. Railway Police 
snatched camera, press card and cash along with other papers from Rizwan, 
reporter of APNA TV.   

2 Cops manhandle photo journalist   

Victim:       Amjad Ali   
Date:          February 01, 2006 
Town:        Faisalabad 
Province:   Punjab 
Type of Violation: Tortured and Threatened  
Source: Pakistan Press Foundation  
Incident: A photo Journalist was manhandled and beaten up by Police sub 
inspector and three constables. Amjad Ali was trying to take a photograph of the 
police officials while they were allegedly receiving gratification from pillion 
riders at ghau Shala Chock.     
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3 Daily Times correspondent injured in attack    

Victim:       Mujeeb-ur-Rehman      
Date:          February 25, 2006 
Town:        WANA Waziristan  
Province:   Tribal Areas  
Type of Violation: Tortured and Injured  

      Source: Daily Times   
Incident: Mujeed-ur-Rehman, correspondent of Daily Times and Reuters was 
kidnapped by some unknown armed persons and tortured. Majeeb received severe 
injures. The armed men threatened for bitter results if he again reported the 
incidents of agency in newspapers.   

4 Journalist baton charged  

Victim:      Muhammad Fayyaz 
Date:         March 11, 2006 
Town:        Peshawar 
Province:   NWFP 
Type of Violation: Harassment 

      Source: PPF 
Incident:  Reporter of Daily Mashriq Muhammad Fayyaz was tortured by some 
traders on unidentified reasons.   

5 Journalist tortured in Northern Areas (Sakardu)  

Victim:      Nasr Abbas 
Date:         March 20, 2006 
Town:        Sakardu 
Province:   Northern Areas 
Type of Violation: Harassment and tortured  

      Source: The News  
Incident:  Nasr Abbas correspondent for Daily Jang and Geo tv was beaten 
charge by army officials when he was covering a function of an NGO. Army 
officials also sabotage the NGO ceremony.         
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6 Newsman attacked at large  

Victim:      Arif Mehmood 
Date:         March 25, 2006 
Town:        Narowal 
Province:   Punjab 
Type of Violation: Tortured  

      Source: PPF 
Incident:  An addict Mazhar Hussain had stabbed Arif Mehmood, a local daily 
correspondent for refusing to give him money for drugs. Arif suffered serious 
injuries and was shifted to Lahore due to his critical condition.  

7 Journalist beaten by Railway Police  

Victim:      Shabbir Ahmed 
Date:         March 30, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Tortured  

      Source: PPF 
Incident:  Railway police accompanied by parking contractor of Cantonment 
railway station attacked Shabbir Ahmed, reporter of Daily Ummat with iron rods 
following a row over non payment of parking charges. Later on SHO of railway 
police also detained some other journalists Jawad, Shabbir Ahmed, Niaz Ahmed 
that comes to help Shabbir Ahmed  

8 Journalist beaten by traders  

Victim:      Shabbir Rao 
Date:         April 3, 2006 
Town:        Bhakkar 
Province:   Punjab 
Type of Violation: Tortured  

      Source: APF 
Incident:  A correspondent of Daily Nation was beaten by traders as a file report 
of encroachment and corruption in Bhakkar on April 3.     
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9. Six Journalist Injured in blast  

Victim:     Usman Sharrif, Javed Jaijia, Qayyum, Shakir Suleman and Aziz Khan 
Date:         April 11, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Attacked and Injured 

      Source: The News 
Incident:  Six Journalists in which four photographers and two cameramen of 
GEO and APNA injured, while a journalist lost his eye in Nishtar Park, Karachi 
blast.  

10. Motor cycle riders open fire on Journalist  

Victim:      Ayub Khokhar 
Date:         April 28, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Life attempt 

      Source: Daily Aman 
Incident:  Journalists of Daily Urdu escaped saves from the firing of two 
unknown motorcycle riders in defense. Ayub Khokhar reporter of Daily Ausaf 
and Daily Zamana escaped from injuries while his car damaged completely.   

11. Journalist attacked in Sanghar   

Victim:      Syed Bashir Hussain Shah 
Date:         May 02, 2006 
Town:        Sanghar 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Tortured  

      Source: Daily Star  
Incident:  A senior journalist and treasurer of Tando Adam press club was 
wounded when a gang of twelve armed persons struck at his shop the bandits 
wounded journalists Syed Bashir with sticks and pistol butts and later escaped 
after firing in the air.      
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12. Police officer thrashes reporter  

Victim:      Wahid-ur-Rehman 
Date:         May 02, 2006 
Town:        Peshawar 
Province:   NWFP 
Type of Violation: Tortured  

      Source: Daily Times 
Incident:  Superintendent of Police Ayub beat up a reporter covering the incident 
of the killing the tribesman by Levis personals in a settled area which comes 
under the jurisdiction of Mathani police station. According to media reports 
Wahid-ur- Rehman correspondent of AVT Khyber television alleged that the SP 
beat him up when he sort his comments on the killing of the tribesman.   

13. Police SP tortures Journalist  

Victim:      Imtiaz Waseem  
Date:         May 25, 2006 
Town:        Lahore 
Province:   Punjab 
Type of Violation: Tortured   

      Source: APNA tv 
Incident:  SP Police Ijaz Malik beaten up a journalists Imtiaz Waseem, a 
cameraman of APNA tv channel in dental hospital Lahore, while he was making 
footage.  

14. Journalists home burnt for report of corrupt practice   

Victim:      Ariz Muhammad Mirani 
Date:         June 03, 2006 
Town:        Sukkhur 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Tortured and detained   

      Source: Daily Star 
Incident:  The Kandhara has arrested the family of journalist Ariz Muhammad, 
who unearthed a fraud committed by director anti corruption establishment 
Karachi and his brother PDSP anti corruption Sukkhur who had acquired state 
land by declaring them as land less haris. Men of the landlord attacked at haris 
home and burnt it.  
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15. Journalist shot at   

Victim:      Paryal Dayo 
Date:         June 12, 2006 
Town:        Panoakil  
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Assassinations attempt  

      Source: Daily Times 
Incident:  Journalist Paryal Dayo was severely injured when unidentified men 
opened fire on him with Kalashnikov riffles at Shahi bazaar in Panoakil. Dayo 
work for Sindhi daily Kawish and KTN TV channel.   

16. Six Journalists injured in press club attack  

Victim:      Group of Journalists 
Date:         June 14, 2006 
Town:        Thari Mirwah, Khairpur 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Tortured and threatened   

      Source: Dawn 
Incident:  Six journalists were injured in an attack on Thari Mirwah press club on 
Wednesday evening. The injured journalists included Abdul Hafeez, Mukhtiar, 
Qasmani, Mehmood and Ellahi Buksh. The journalists were kicked, punched and 
beaten up with batons over two dozen armed men.  

17. Journalists attacked    

Victim:      Zahid Aslam, Jaffar Ali Baloch 
Date:         June 28, 2006 
Town:        Mirpur Khas 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Attacked and Injured 

      Source: PPF 
Incident:  Two journalists of Khahi town, Mirpur Khas district Sanghar were 
attacked by four armed persons while they were on their way home on June 28. 
The armed persons beat journalists severely as a result the journalists sustained 
major injuries.   
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Incident of Harassment and Threats to Journalists 

  

1. Journalist Threatened by religious leader.   

Victim:       Nasrullah Afradi/ Khayaymat Shah      
Date:          February 24, 2006 
Town:        Khyber Agency  
Province:   Tribal Areas  
Type of Violation: Threatened and harassed  

       Source: The News  
 Incident:  Two journalist Nasrullah Afradi of Daily Mashriq and Khayamat Shah 
of Statesman Peshawar were threatened by local religious leader Munir Shakir for 
writing in support of government policies.    

2. Policemen manhandle journalists covering the provincial assembly session   

Victim:       Crew of Electronic media         
Date:          March 6, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh  
Type of Violation: manhandled and harassed  

       Source: The News   

Incident: Police menin plainclothes manhandled the journalists and crew of the 
electronic media and stopped them from the coverage of the senate election. 
Police officials told the journalists that Chaudhry Muhammad Arian, the special 
secretary to the Chief Minister had ordered them to stop the journalists.    

3. Journalist robbed and threatened  

Victim:      Rasheed Channa 
Date:         March 12, 2006 
Town:        Karachi 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Harassment 

      Source: Daily Times 
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Incident:  Some unidentified armed persons entered in the Channa s house and 
tortured him and threatened for not writing against a group of land mafia. They 
also robbed his personal CD s, computer and precious documents. An FIR has 
been registered against the unidentified robbers.     

4. Journalist threatened by religious leader  

Victim:      Qazi Nasr ullah & Qazi Rauf 
Date:         March 16, 2006 
Town:        Bara Khyber Agency 
Province:   Tribal Areas  
Type of Violation: Harassment, Threatened  

      Source: The News  
Incident:  A religious leader Mufti Munir Shakir has summoned two local 
journalists to take surety from them that they will not publish any statement of 
their unlawful activities. Two media men published what supporters of the Mufti 
did a day earlier. Mufti not only threatened the journalists concerned but also 
called them for guarantee not to give any news about his activities.  

5. Journalists harassed   

Victim:      Ajmal Arbab Abbasi 
Date:         May 27, 2006 
Town:        Rawalpindi 
Province:   Punjab 
Type of Violation: Harassment  

      Source: PPF 
Incident:  Some unidentified armed men entered in the home of Amjad Arbab, 
Bureau chief Daily Musalman at mid night and manhandled him.   

6. Two rural  Journalists receive threats   

Victim:      Sarmad Kanrani, Mubarak Bhatti 
Date:         June 15, 2006 
Town:        Thul 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Threatened   

      Source: IFEX 
Incident:  Reporters Sarmad Karnani of the Daily Ibrat and Sindh TV and 
Mubarak Bhatti of the Daily Koshish and KTN TV, in the small town of Thul said 
they have been receiving threats from the local feudal landlords for reports that 
were initially published and broadcast about the decision of the jargah. 
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7. Journalist pressurized by provincial government to reveale sources   

Victim:      Asif Wadood 
Date:         June 16, 2006 
Town:        Peshawar 
Province:   NWFP 
Type of Violation: Threatened   

      Source: IFEX 
Incident: Asif Wadood, an investigative journalist of the Urdu language daily 
Aaj , was summoned by officials of the provincial chief minister s office in 

Peshawar on June 16 after revealing details of the budget of the province. They 
tried to make him reveal his sources, but he refused.   

8. Journalists threatened   

Victim:      Qazi Nasr ullah, Qazi Rauf 
Date:         June 25, 2006 
Town:        Khyber Agency 
Province:   Tribal Area  
Type of Violation: Threatened  

      Source: IFEX 
Incident:  Activists of and Islamic group Lashkar-e-Islami has threatened to 
demolish the house of two journalists and placed monitory fines on Qazi Nasr 
ullah of the Daily Mashriq and Qazi Rauf of Daily Express for reporting in favor 
of government policies.   

Attack on Media Property 

  

1. TV booster blown up in Dera Bugti.   

     Victim:       Pakistan Television transmission booster  
Date:          January 7, 2006 
Town:        Dera Bugti 
Province:   Balochistan  
Type of Violation: Damage of media property  
Source: The News 
Incident: Unidentified armed men fired rockets and hit a television booster of 
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                  PTV in Dera Bugti and the PTV transmissions discontinue.        

2. Mob damaged four cinemas in Okara   

Victim:       Cinema Houses damaged    
Date:          February 12, 2006 
Town:        Okara 
Province:   Punjab 
Type of Violation: Media Property blown up   
Source: Dawn   
Incident: Participants of a rally taken out by religious parties and traders bodies 
turned violent and damaged four cinema houses. The rally was taken out to 
protest against the blasphemous caricatures published by some European 
newspapers.    

3. Taliban set Newspapers on fire in North Waziristan   

Victim:      Newspapers 
Date:         April 24, 2006 
Town:        Mirali, North Waziristan  
Province:   Tribal Area  
Type of Violation: Damage Media Property 

      Source: Dawn  
Incident:  Masked gunmen torched newspapers in Mirali, a town of North 
Waziristan Agency on April 24 because publications branded them terrorists. The 
gunmen demanded that they should be called Mujahiddeen.   

4. Thari Mirwah Press club attacked   

Victim:      Thari Mirwah Press Club 
Date:         June 14, 2006 
Town:        Thari Mirwah, Khairpur 
Province:   Sindh 
Type of Violation: Attacked on Media Property 

      Source: Dawn 
Incident:  Dozens of armed men attacked on Thari Mirwah press club beaten up 
the journalists and damage the furniture and computers of press club.   

5. Ruling party activists attacked Peshawar Press Club 
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Victim:      Peshawar Press Club  
Date:         June 29, 2006 
Town:        Peshawar 
Province:   NWFP 
Type of Violation: Attack on media property  

      Source: The NEWS 
Incident:  The Activists of ruling Muslim League (PML-Q) stormed the 
Peshawar Press Club to foil a news conference being held there by dissident 
leaders of the party. The attackers who were armed with Kalashnikovs, pistols and 
sticks beat journalists and dissident party members.    
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IINTERNEWS 
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Explanation: A total 48 incidents of violence against media have been recorded during 
the first six months of the year 2006 and 100 % increase recorded in attacks on media in 
the short span of six months. During January 6 attacks reported while in June 2006, a 
total 13 attacks on media were reported through out the country. Seven attacks were 
reported in February, 11 in March and 6 attacks in April while 5 act of violence against 
media were observed in May 2006.                                             

Internews 
half yearly report  

Attacks on Media in 2006  

Area Murder 
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Balochistan

 

- - 1 - 1  

 

N. Areas - 1 1 - 2  

 

Tribal 
Areas 1 1 9 6 17  

 

Total 2 28 25 11 66  

  

Attacks on Media Jan-Jun 2006
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Categories of Attacks on Media
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INTERNEWS PAKISTAN 

CATEGORIES OF ATTACKS 
JANUARY- JUNE 2006 

Nature

 

Murder

 

Injured/ 
Tortured 

Detained/ 
Kidnapped 

Harassment/ 
Threats Total

 

No 2 28 25 11 66 

   

ATTACK CATEGORIES

 

Statistics show that in 48 attacks on media in which 66 journalists were victimized, 28 
journalists were tortured and injured, 25 journalists were illegally detained, 11 were 
harassed and 2 were killed in short span of first six months of 2006. 
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CATEGORIES OF ATTACKS
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Media Property  

INTERNEWS PAKISTAN 
ATTACKS ON MEDIA PROPERTY 

JANUARY- JUNE 2006 

Area Attacks on Media Property 
Punjab  1 
Sindh  1 
NWFP  1 
Balochistan 1 
N. Areas - 
Tribal Areas 2 
Total 6 

    

Attacks on media Property
Media Property
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RATIO OF ATTACKS ON PRINT & ELECTRONIC MEDIA  

INTERNEWS PAKISTAN 
RATIO OF ATTACKS ON PRINT & ELECTRONIC MEDIA 

JANUARY- JUNE 2006   
ELECTRONIC MEDIA PRINT MEDIA TOTAL 

JOURNALISTS 10 44 54 
PHOTOGRAPHER 4 8 12 

   

Ratio of Attacks on Print & Electronic Media: Among 66 victim journalists , 56 were 
represented print media while 14 journalists belong to electronic media.                    


