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STOP PRESS!
Journalist murdered on eve of World Press Freedom Day

May 2, 2000

Soofi Muhammad Khan, correspondent of daily Ummat and based in Thar, Sindh province, was shot dead in Shadi town by a local influential identified as Ayaz Pathan and his accomplices. Khan sustained multiple bullet shots and died on the spot. The cause of the attack was his writings concerning trafficking of women allegedly involving the attackers. Khan had been receiving death threats. Khan’s murder came a day before the World Press Freedom Day on May 3, 2000.

Chapter 1
Chronicles of Shame: Violations against Media 
May 3, 1999 to May 3, 2000 was a roller coaster year for journalists and publications in Pakistan, testing the freedom of expression – expressly allowed by the Constitution – to the hilt. 

A look at the following compilation of harassment, intimidation, torture and even murder of journalists at the hands of government officials, legislators, offended private citizens and the military regime is enough to glean that this was one of the worst ever years for journalists and press freedom in Pakistan. 

If the beginning of the year – May 3, 1999 – was a grim harbinger of things to come (the high profile, illegal and outrageous arrest and torture of Najam Sethi), the closing – May 3, 2000 – was a “fitting finale” to the kinds of horror that independent working journalists face in Pakistan (baton-charging of 150 journalists by the police under control of the military regime and criminal charges against over 50 of them). 

The current year under review can broadly be divided in two periods: the period when the Nawaz Sharif government was in place, and the post-October 12 period when the military was entrenched in power. Broadly speaking, it’s about the last six months of Sharif and the first six of General Pervez Musharraf in power. 

The report also bears out the altruism in Pakistan that the attacks and harassment of journalists begin when a sitting government starts losing its grip on affairs under its jurisdiction. Sharif’s last six months is a case in point. Conversely, a new government, like the Musharraf regime, is relatively benign because it is confident of winning trust of the people.   

Sharif's efforts to muzzle the press, and bring the legislative, judicial, and executive branches of government under his personal control, earned him the reputation of a tyrant and badly discredited Pakistan’s democracy.

His slide toward authoritarianism ended abruptly with a bloodless coup on October 12, in which Pakistan Army chief General Pervez Musharraf took power. 

General Musharraf immediately declared himself “a firm believer in the freedom of the press,” but made a sobering reference to the press’ duty to “play a positive and constructive role.”

As far as the number of incidents, in which journalists were punished in various ways, is concerned, there is little to distinguish between the travails of the media during the reigns of the civilian and military dispensations.  

Goons of the Sharif government, acting under the orders of one state functionary or the other, set about intimidating, harassing and torturing journalists with impunity. Najam Sethi, Hussain Haqqani, M A K Lodhi are some apt examples. 

The actions against the press were part of a larger campaign to eliminate dissent. Sharif also tried to block opposition demonstrations and targeted thousands of NGOs for closure. 

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) was ordered to stop publishing its quarterly HRCP Newsletter. The ban was illegal, based on a lapsed ordinance, and the newsletter continued to publish. 

Sharif also targeted several journalists who worked with a BBC TV team investigating government corruption – including Najam Sethi, editor of the English-language political weekly The Friday Times, published in Lahore. 

Sethi was imprisoned in May last year, held for nearly a month without charge, and accused of being a spy for India. Even after he was freed, he continued to be harassed by authorities. 

More than two dozen cases of tax evasion were filed against him immediately after his release, and he was placed on the Exit Control List, preventing him from travelling abroad. 

And on July 15, a member of parliament from Sharif’s ruling PML party, Zafar Ali Shah, submitted a petition to have Sethi barred from voting or standing for elected office on the grounds that he did not “fulfil the requirements of a Muslim.”

On November 23, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) honoured Sethi and his wife, Jugnu Mohsin, with its International Press Freedom Award.  

There were also abuses of power at the local level. In July, criminal charges were filed against three journalists from the Karachi-based weekly magazine Pakistan News for “publishing a provocative article having serious sectarian implications.”

In a measure of how bad things were under Sharif, many reporters and editors who had been harassed by the former administration reported feeling more secure with a military government in place. 

While the period during which the men in khaki have been in power has been relatively easier on the journalists, the sense of foreboding among them has grown steadily – their fears compounded by the unwarranted lathi-charge on 150 journalists of the Pakistan Federation of Unions of Journalists (PFUJ). 

General Musharraf, heading Pakistan’s fourth military coup in as many decades, made a concerted effort to avoid being seen as a military dictator. Calling himself the country’s “chief executive,” he declared: “This is not martial law, only another path towards democracy.”

The general did, however, suspend the constitution, and with it the guarantees of freedom of expression contained therein, and abolish the national and provincial legislatures. 

He allowed the judiciary to function on the condition that courts “shall not have the powers to make any order against the Chief Executive or any person exercising powers or jurisdiction under his authority.” 

Also making the journalists uneasy was the military regime’s enthusiasm to establish a regulatory press council. There is a sharp division among the journalists’ community over the idea. The Council of Newspaper Editors of Pakistan (CPNE) is in agreement but the All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS) is averse to the idea. 

As if this wasn’t enough, there is talk of the military regime’s interest in regulating news agencies in the countries.

According to CPJ, at least two incidents seemed to belie the Musharraf regime’s promise to respect press freedom. 

Days after the military coup, Ghulam Hasnain, a freelancer working for the Time magazine, discovered that his name had been placed on the Exit Control List, apparently because of his reporting on Kashmir. 

His name was removed from the list after Time protested the action in an editor’s letter published in its October 25 Asia edition. 

And on October 21, a truckload of soldiers visited the Lahore offices of Mazdoor Jadojehhad (Worker’s Struggle), the weekly paper of the Labour Party of Pakistan (LPP). 

The weekly’s October 19 edition featured an “appeal to the working masses to fight against the military dictatorship,” according to a statement released by the LPP after the incident. 

Officers questioned the staff about why the paper had published material against the military, asked for information about the paper’s owner and its printing press, and left with several copies of the paper. 

However, the press overall was operating freely at the end of 1999 and in 2000. While there was a marked tendency toward self-censorship, some journalists still aired frank criticism of the new administration’s policies. 

In one of the most telling indictments of the state of freedom and individual liberty in Pakistan is a comment from The Freedom House, a US-based independent organisation dedicated to monitoring the state of freedom enjoyed by the media in each country of the world. 

In its latest report titled “Censor Dot Gov 2000: The Internet and Press Freedom,” the Freedom House lists Pakistan and Sri Lanka as the two most ‘seriously declining state” involving the freedom of expression. 

“In Pakistan …. The news media are regarded as not free. Arrests and physical attacks on journalists increased markedly in Pakistan. The army took over all radio and television,” is how the Freedom House summed up the state of media freedom in Pakistan. 

Worse, Pakistan was bracketed along with the likes of Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Chad, Togo, Laos etc by the Freedom House in its list of “Not Free” countries in terms of media freedom. In 1998, Pakistan was included in its “Partially Free” list of countries. 

Freedom House’s complete country entry on Pakistan is as follows: “The military seized power in October, promising to reform the corrupt civil government, but a return to civil rule was not given a timetable. Indeed the army has ruled the country for 25 of its 52 years. In 1999, arrests and physical attacks on journalists increased markedly. 

“In addition, constitutional, colonial, and post-colonial laws empower the government to curb press freedom. The penal code authorises sanctions for seditious or anti-state coverage. 

“The army took over all state-run radio and television. In 1999, 40 case of press freedom violations were recorded, including the torture and death of one reporter by law enforcement officials. 

“Police beat at least six journalists in separate incidents, and attacked many journalists who attempted to cover a trial. Five journalists received death threats, at least one by a government minister. 

“One journalist was kidnapped by police, held incommunicado before his release, repeatedly harassed thereafter, and refused permission to leave the country. Another reporter was shot dead after threats of ‘consequences’ for his reporting. Two photographers were beaten by police while covering protests.”

As the compilation, culled from press reports during the period May 3 last year and this year, by Green Press will show, even Freedom House just managed to monitor the tip of the media freedom iceberg in Pakistan. 

One of the grimmest incidents during the period under review was the death of Nawaz Zulfikar Memon, a journalist for The Nation, who passed away in Thatta after having been severely tortured by law enforcement agents. 

On December 4, 1999 Memon was detained by law enforcement officers at the airport of Islamabad and reportedly subjected to torture that left him unconscious for three days. He later died in Thatta with his family. 

He had gone to Islamabad to seek justice for an incident from November 26 in which he was injured while intervening when a group of men attacked a school vehicle. 

Such were the tough conditions for journalists in Pakistan this past year that working journalists were actually rated by experts as being the category of workers that was the most affected by hypertension.  

“The percentage of instances of hypertension among the Pakistani journalists is well above the national average,” Internews reported Executive Director of National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Karachi, Prof Dr Azhar Farooqui as saying.

Hypertension is very high blood pressure that may harm a person’s health, he added. A team of senior doctors of the institute checked the blood pressure of 135 journalists in the age group ranging between 30 to 60 years last year. Of them, 48 were found to be inflicted with hypertension, Dr Farooqui informed.

Of the journalists checked by the doctors’ team, Jafri, 10 percent were found to be suffering “dangerously” from hypertension and they needed immediate treatment, Dr Farooqui said. He was of the view that such a figure was alarming and that the journalists should be doing something to make their working experiences better for health. 

No wonder Pakistani journalists resort to self-censorship. 

On May 3, 2000 – the first World Press Freedom Day of the new century and new millennium – the state of media freedom in Pakistan remains fluid. 

While there seems little chance of the new year seeing a repeat of the horrors and nightmares that the journalists went through in the previous year, Pakistani journalists cannot let their guard down.  

With the country at the crossroads of its destiny, Pakistani media in general and journalists in particular face greater challenges to uphold the glorious universal principles they represent and the duties they must perform to keep the spirit of freedom of expression aloft.   

Chapter 2

Chronicles of Violations against Media

Following is a month-wise compilation, in a descending order beginning with the latest incident, of the attacks on media expression and journalists in Pakistan between the period May 3, 1999 and May 3, 2000.     

APRIL-2000

Police case against 150 journalists 

April 27, 2000 

Islamabad police registered a case against more than 150 working journalists representing all newspapers and news agencies of the country for staging a protest rally to demand payment of dues by newspapers and sacking of journalists. 

The police registered an FIR [First Investigation Report] against Fauzia Shahid, Ghulam Abbas, Ishaq Chaudhry and 50 others for violating Section 144. 

____________ 

Police baton-charge on gathering of journalists 

April 26, 2000

The police resorted to baton-charge of journalists in Islamabad who had gathered to stage a protest rally for constitution of the 7th Wage Board Award, payment of salaries and other dues to newspapers workers, illegal sacking of newspaper workers and to bring an end to the lock-up of Islamabad-based English daily The Muslim. 
 

The 150 journalists belonging to the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists had gathered in front of The Frontier Post office. They were baton-charged as they tried to approach military ruler, Chief Executive General Pervez Musharraf’s office to apprise him of their grievances.

______________
Newspaper office ransacked

April 26, 2000

Armed persons belonging to a political party ransacked the office of the evening daily “Sham” in Hyderabad in Sindh province. About 50 persons raided the newspaper office and destroyed three computers and a scanner. They also tried to set fire to the newsroom. 

Sham editor Naz Sehto said the intruders resorted to aerial firing before fleeing from the scene. Fortunately there were no injuries as staff was not present at that time. 

Sehto started receiving threats after publishing an article highlighting scandals relating to the leaders of a number of political parties. 

​​___________________
Journalists manhandled

April 21 

Armed guards of Chief Executive General Pervez Musharraf pushed and shoved journalists who attempted to get closer to him to question him at a convention of human rights inaugurated by him. One guard even hit out at a journalist with the butt of his gun.   

____________________
Journalist escapes attempt on life

April 16, 2000

Mohammad Arif Naqvi, a journalist based in Attock in northern Punjab province, and his family escaped unhurt in an apparent murderous attempt by unidentified gunmen. 

The attackers broke into Naqvi’s house during the night and opened indiscriminate fire, damaging his bedroom windows and a bookshelf. No one was hurt as the family was away to attend a religious congregation. Naqvi had been receiving death threats on account of his religious activities. 

_____________________
Journalist arrested

April 15, 2000

Sadat Ali Mujahid, a journalist who represents a number of newspapers in Gilgit in northern Pakistan, was arrested by the police on a complaint by Tehrik-e-Jafria leader Raziuddin Rizvi, a former legislator from the area. 

Rizvi was apparently offended by an article by Mujahid in his weekly Wadi. Mujahid was picked by the police from his office without arrest warrants. He was later released.

_____________________
MARCH-2000

News agency office attacked 

March 28, 2000

Armed men looking for News Network International’s Lahore Bureau chief Mian Azhar Amin stormed the office and threatened the staff they’ll kill the journalist. Fortunately he wasn’t present. 

The attackers were led by one Iftikhar who was angry with Azhar for seeking police help to stop him from attacking Azhar’s tenant. 

_____________________
FEBRUARY-2000 

Media curbs on coverage of ex-PM’s trial

February 25, 1999 

In an court order in response to a petition filed by the prosecution against on-trial Nawaz Sharif, Rehmat Hussain Jafri, the judge of an anti-terrorism court in Karachi, said that any statements made by the defendants must be recorded by the court, which “will decide at the appropriate stage as to whether the same or part of it should not be released to the public or media.” 

Journalists complained that throughout the trial, the military authorities limited the press’ access to Sharif, who was accused with six others on charges including hijacking, attempted murder, and terrorism. While the rest were acquitted, Sharif was sentenced to a life term in prison. 

The prosecution (military authorities) submitted its application to restrict media coverage of the trial on February 23, on the grounds that statements made by the defendants are “likely to tarnish and affect the security, integrity, and solidarity of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.” 

_____________________
JANUARY-2000

Newspaper office ransacked

January 24, 2000 

Armed men barged into the offices of Sindhi daily Halchal and proceeded to manhandle staff and ransack the office. The armed persons reportedly belonged to the Asif Ali Zardari Release Committee. Zardari is the jailed husband of former Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. 

The attackers forced their entry into the office and threatened the staff members with dire consequences for publishing news that criticised a member of their party. The miscreants manhandled and injured three of the journalists, and then fled.

_____________________
DECEMBER-1999 

Journalist shot 

December 31, 1999

Hafiz Tahir Khalil, a journalist with Jang newspaper was attacked outside his home in Islamabad. Two strangers called out to him, saying they wanted to give him a videotape on behalf of a former member of parliament. 

They then threatened the journalist with a gun. Tahir Khalil was injured in the thigh after trying to push the two aggressors away, who had fled before the police arrived.

_____________________
Journalist dies after torture ordeal in police custody

December 16, 1999 

Nawaz Zulfikar Memon, a journalist working for The Nation newspaper, died in Thatta in Sindh province after being severely tortured by law enforcement agencies.

Memon, 29, had gone to Islamabad in a bid to seek justice from Chief Executive General Pervez Musharraf when he was taken into custody by law enforcement agencies. 

He was subjected to severe torture, was rendered unconscious for three days, and died on December 16. On 26 November, Memon left his house for Friday prayers. On his way to the mosque he saw a group of criminals blocking a school van. Hurling abuses, the hooligans attacked the driver. Memon asked them to let the driver go, along with the van carrying the children and female teachers. They beat him and fled the scene. One of the attackers was identified. Memon met with the local police chief but no official was willing to register a First Information Report (FIR.) He travelled to Islamabad on Friday 3 December in a bid to meet General Pervez Musharraf to seek justice. At Islamabad Airport, Memon asked a man for the Chief Executive Office address. He was subsequently detained by law enforcement officers, and taken to the airport police station where he was severely tortured for three days. On receiving information of his son’s circumstances, the journalist’s father, Hasan Ali Memon, went to Islamabad, obtained his son’s release and brought him back to Thatta where he remained unconscious for three days and later died.

_____________________
Policemen storm press club 

December 12, 1999 

A strong police posse stormed the Lahore Press Club and misbehaved with the club secretary and other journalists. Several armed policemen forced their way into the club premises at around 10 am, rebuked the staff and manhandled them. 

When press club secretary Azam Chaudhry asked the policemen to leave the private premises, he was manhandled and a scuffle broke out. A head-constable, Salim aimed a loaded mouser at him and before he could shoot, it was snatched away by journalists. 

Shortly afterwards, another police party from the Qila Gujjar Singh police station arrived and persuaded their colleagues to go away and leave the journalists alone. 

_____________________
Police violence against photo journalists 

December 8, 1999 

A police party resorted to violence against photographers of various newspapers as they tried to take pictures of the arrest of Hamza Shahbaz, the son of former Punjab Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif, and Mohammed Safdar, the son-in-law of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, outside the Model Town residence of Nawaz Sharif in Lahore. 

The policemen grabbed the cameras of the photographers and smashed them on the ground, causing serious damage to the sophisticated equipment. 

_____________________
Turkish paper office raided

December 1, 1999 

Intelligence agents raided the Islamabad bureau of a Turkish news organisation and harassed employees. The government later regretted the incident at the combined offices of Zaman International newspaper, Cihan Haber Agansi news service and Samanyolu Television and said it would not aversely affect Pakistan-Turkish relations.

The incident happened three weeks after military ruler General Pervez Musharraf visited Turkey as part of a three-nation trip to underscore Islamabad’s traditionally close ties with Ankara. Police said they had detained five employees of the government’s Intelligence Bureau for questioning about the raid that they said was in connection with a probe into a visa racket. Staff at the Turkish media office denied involvement in any visa racket, and accused the raiders of harassing them and searching through rooms without a court order. “How we can do it? No one in the office is involved (in a visa racket),” Zaman newspaper staff member Yuksel Durgut said. “We were kept under illegal detention (in office rooms),” another staff member said. A government statement quoted a spokesman of the Information and Media Development Ministry as saying he “deeply regretted” the incident and that “strict action would be taken against the culprits.”

“No such incident could ever have an adverse effect on the close and brotherly relations between the peoples and the governments of Pakistan and Turkey,” the spokesman said.

_____________________
NOVEMBER-1999

Police unleash wrath on journalists 

November 26, 1999 

The police resorted to baton-charging the journalists covering the trial proceedings of deposed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif by an anti-terrorism court in Karachi. 

The event came about after journalists started protesting police high-handedness and their bid to deny entry of some journalists into the court even though they had valid passes. 

No less than Senior Superintendent Police of Karachi West Akhtar Hussain Gorchani and Assistant Superintendent Police Ghulam Mahmood Dogar got hold of court reporter Asghar Umer and thrashed him after he protested denial of entry into the court. 

Later, reporters and photojournalists covering the trial wore black bands and raised protest slogans against the police. 

_____________________
Two journalists receive 17-year prison terms on blasphemy charge 

November 26, 1999

Abdul Ghafoor Memon, the judge of the Anti-Terrorism Court of Mirpurkhas in Sindh province handed 17-year prison sentences each against Zahoor Ansari and Ayub Khoso, chief editor-publisher and columnist, respectively, of the Sindhi-language daily Alakh. 

The court sentenced the two men to 10 years in jail under sections 295 (A) and 34 of the Pakistan Penal Code. They were given additional 7-year terms under sections 8 (B) and (D) of the 1997 Anti-Terrorism Act. They were also fined Rs 17,000 ($400) each, and in case of non-payment of the fine, they will have to serve a further two years in prison. 

The journalists were sentenced, according to the court, for publishing derogatory remarks against prophets and “insulting the religious feelings of Muslims.” The judge observed in his ruling that they had deliberately published derogatory words in an article published in Alakh” on September 5, 1998. 

_____________________
Police rough up journalists 

November 19, 1999

Several journalists were brutally beaten up by law enforcement agency personnel when deposed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif went before the anti-terrorism court in Karachi. 

The police had resorted to baton charging of all those present outside the court, including many journalists trying to enter the court premises. The hand of chief reporter of The News Zarar Khan was fractured when a policeman hit him with a baton.

A day earlier, the court had directed the security staff to allow journalists into the court premises and had ordered that a limited number of journalists should be allowed to witness the proceedings. However, the police ignored the orders of the court and did not allow reporters to sit in during the hearing of the police application seeking the remand of the former prime minister. Setting aside a list of journalists, approved by Judge Rehmat Hussain Jafri, for the coverage of court proceedings, the police officials denied entry to the representatives of national and international press. When the journalists protested and asked the police to let their two representatives to meet the judge in this connection, they paid no heed. Subsequently, the journalists gathered at the main gate of the court premises and sought a solution of the problem, on which Deputy Superintendent Police Mirza Abdul Majeed ordered his men to “teach a lesson to the journalists.” 

He himself led the way and in the baton-charge that ensued senior journalists including Idrees Bakhtiar of BBC, Qaiser Mahmood of Voice of America, Qutubuddin of daily Pakistan, Secretary Karachi Press Club Yousaf Khan and others got hurt. 

The journalists later staged a sit-in to protest the police’s attitude, and lodged a protest with the judge against the violation of the court order.

_____________________
Editor kidnapped, receives death threats

November 6, 1999 

Sardar Ashiq Hussain, an editor with the Kashmir Press International (KPI) news agency was kidnapped from his office at Rawalakot in Azad Kashmir. He was freed after a day in captivity. 

The kidnappers were Nauman Ashraf, son of AJK Revenue Minister Shahid Sarwar, his public relations officer, and Sohail Rafiq, Muhammad Abshar and Muhammad Zarin, officials of the Peoples Students Federation, the student wing of Benazir Bhutto’s PPP.

The abductors asked Hussain to have published a six-column news story in favour of the minister before he could be released. He was freed only after Abid Hussain, a state government official arrived where he was being held and urged his release. 

Hussain’s abductors were arrested after he lodged a police complaint but were granted bail by the local court. The minister’s son warned Hussain on the phone against visiting Rawalakot or his family there would be in danger. 

When Hussain met Pakistan Minister for Kashmir Affairs Abbas Sarfraz, the latter told him: “We cannot interfere in this case because it will become a political issue. It may provide our rivals with an opportunity to claim that we are interfering in AJK government affairs.” 

_____________________
Newsman threatened 

November 6, 1999

The police acting under orders of Deputy Superintendent Police of Sujawal Tahir Noorani in Sindh province picked up Obaidullah Junejo, the brother of a local Sindhi journalist Saifullah Junejo and tortured him. 

Noorani then called up Saifullah and threatened to torture him next if he again criticised his handling of open kutcheris in his news reports. 

_____________________
November 6, 1999 

Reporter attacked, injured 

Pakistan Television reporter Matiullah Jan was attacked and injured in Islamabad by a group of PTV drivers led by Mohammed Bhatti, the in-charge of the transport section. Jan received serious injuries on his head, forehead and ear. 

The attack took place a week after Matiullah Jan’s written complaint on Bhatti’s failure to turn up for duty at the assigned place. The incident took place at the heavily guarded main gate of the PTV station through which the attackers fled the premises. 

_____________________
OCTOBER-1999 

Newsman held hostage 

October 28, 1999 

Armed gunmen barged into the house of Nawai-e-Waqt columnist Pervez Salim in Lahore in Punjab province and held him and his family hostage. They threatened to kill him if he did not “rein in” his pen. They then decamped with money and jewellery in the house. 

_____________________
Eight journalists served police notices for criticising law

October 24, 1999

The police in Swat in North West Frontier Province (NWFP) arrested three journalists for nine hours and issued notices against three editors and five journalists. 

Ghulam Farooq, bureau chief of The Frontier Post daily, Ghafoor Khan, a journalist with the local daily Shamal and Muhammad Saleem, a journalist with an Urdu-language daily, were arrested in Swat district and held from 3 pm to 12 pm. They had criticised Article 40 of the Frontier Crime Regulations (FCR) in recent articles, saying that the “black law” gave police unlimited powers since the enforcement of Sharia laws, and also allowed police officials to harass journalists. Deputy Inspector General of Malakand area police Sultan Hanif Orakzai issued notices against three editors and five journalists under Article 40 of the FCR and Section 500 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The journalists: Ghulam Farooq of The Frontier Post, Juma Rehman Afgar, editor of a local daily, Niaz Pashan Jadoon, editor-in-chief of Swat-based paper Shamal, Ali Hazrat Bacha, a correspondent with the dailies Mashriq and Dawn, Hamidullah, bureau chief of Ausaf daily, Rehmat Shah Afridi, jailed editor of the dailies The Frontier Post and Maidan, Syed Ayaz Badshah, editor of Mashriq and Hamid Mir, editor of Ausaf. 

The journalists highlighted clause 9(3)-1 of the FCR law arguing that the people of the area suffer a great deal because of it. The Peshawar High Court declared this law null and void on October 20, but the police are still using the law to harass people.

_____________________
Weekly’s office raided 

October 21, 1999 

A truckload of soldiers visited the Lahore offices of Mazdoor Jadojehhad, the weekly paper of the Labour Party of Pakistan (LPP). The weekly’s October 19 edition featured an “appeal to the working masses to fight against the military dictatorship.”

The soldiers questioned the staff about why the paper had published material against the military, asked for information about the paper's owner and its printing press, and left with several copies of the paper. 

_____________________
Supreme Court issues notices of contempt for comments on judiciary

October 20, 1999 

The Supreme Court of Pakistan issued notices of contempt of court to Ardeshir Cowasjee, prominent columnist for Dawn daily and to the managing director of state-owned Pakistan Television (PTV) for commenting about the judiciary in a programme telecast live a day earlier. A press release issued by the office of then Chief Justice Saiduzzaman Siddiqui, said a note was sent to him by Justice Munir Sheikh, who watched the TV programme in which Cowasjee made remarks which prima facie appeared to be scandalous and contemptuous in nature. The remark, which caught the attention of Justice Munir, was Cowasjee’s suggestion that accountability should start from the judiciary because the judiciary as a whole had become corrupt.

In his comments, the chief justice expressed full agreement that there was a prima facie contempt of court and ordered that the petition be registered and that a notice be issued to Cowasjee and the managing director of the PTV to appear in court. 

_____________________
October 17, 1999 

Ghulam Hasnain, an Islamabad-based freelance journalist working for Time magazine, was placed by the military authorities on the Exit Control List, apparently because of his reporting on Kashmir. 

His name was removed from the list after Time protested the action in an editor’s letter published in its October 25 Asia edition. 

_____________________
Broadcast media under military control

October 12, 1999 

The Pakistan Army took over state-run Pakistan Television (PTV) and radio during a military coup against the civilian government of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

PTV went off the air within hours of its broadcast announcing Sharif’s dismissal of army chief General Pervez Musharraf, which apparently prompted the coup. At around the same time, cellular phone service was interrupted throughout the country.

Army troops took over PTV headquarters in Islamabad at around 7 pm. All television and radio broadcasts were suspended shortly thereafter. By 10:20 pm, all channels of PTV and Radio Pakistan had resumed transmissions under army control.

A terse statement that “the Nawaz Sharif government has been dismissed,” which was attributed to General Musharraf, was then broadcast over national television and radio. 

Musharraf eventually addressed the nation in English at around 2:45 am, asking Pakistanis “to remain calm and support your armed forces in the re-establishment of order.” 

_____________________
Former editor under military custody 

October 12, 1999 

Mushahid Hussain, former editor of The Muslim daily and minister of information for the Nawaz Sharif government was among the first few high functionaries of the ousted government to be arrested by the incoming military regime. 

No charges have been framed against Hussain, who continues to be in detention six months after he was picked up. 

_____________________
News agency’s office raided 

October 12, 2000 

Over a dozen armed troops barged into the office of News Network International’s Islamabad office shortly after the military seized power in a coup. The journalists present in the office were forced to stay indoors and stopped from working on gunpoint. It was only late in the night that the soldiers left.       

_____________________
Journalist escaped attempt on life 

October 10, 1999 

Mahmood Khan, correspondent of Khabrain daily in Fatehjang in north Punjab was attacked by some unidentified gunmen but escaped with minor injuries. No motive for the attack was clear. 

_____________________
Journalist harassed 

October 9, 1999 

Naveed Meraj, senior reporter for The Frontier Post daily, was harassed by unidentified intelligence men who threatened him on phone over one of his news stories and circled his house late in the night.

_____________________
Journalist jailed by govt authorities

September 16, 1999

Anwarullah Khan, a correspondent for The Nation daily in the Bajaur Agency of Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in northwest Pakistan was arrested by the local police under Article 40 of the Frontier Crime Regulations (40 FCR). 

His arrest followed the publication of an article criticising the authorities’ inefficiency and incompetence in solving people’s problems. 

On the morning of September 16, he was summoned by the Khasadars (local law-enforcing personnel) to the administration offices and put behind bars on the order of the administrative chief of the area. 

_____________________
Newsmen maltreated 

September 13, 1999 

Several reporters and photojournalists of different newspapers were manhandled and roughed up by the police as they arrived to cover the inauguration of a school by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in Sanat Nagar, Lahore. 

The reporters refused to let the journalists enter the school premises even though they had been issued security passes to cover the event. 

_____________________
Police manhandle journalists covering rally

September 11, 1999 

Saeed Iqbal, a photojournalist for a local Sindhi daily was savagely beaten by the police as he tried to photograph a police crackdown on a protest meeting of women activists of Muttahida Qaumi Movement in Karachi. Iqbal was admitted to a local hospital in an unconscious state after being beaten black and blue. He had failed to heed police warnings not to photograph the baton charging of the women’s protest demonstration against the government. The police also beat up several other reporters and photographers. A photojournalist, Mohammed Farooq, was slapped twice by Deputy Superintendent Police Akhtar Lodhi and his camera taken away. Two other reporters were manhandled by the cops and Lodhi even asked his men to open fire on the journalists although fortunately, better sense prevailed. Later dozens of journalists staged a protest demonstration of their own.

_____________________
Intelligence official harasses journalist

September 1, 1999

M Ziauddin, the Islamabad bureau chief of the daily Dawn, was asked by an unnamed official of the Intelligence Bureau to disclose the source of a report he filed. 

Ziauddin was asked to disclose the source of his story regarding the Ministry of Finance’s approval of a supplementary budget of about Rs 20 million [$4 million] for the Prime Minister Office in the first quarter of the current financial year. 

The way the Intelligence Bureau official spoke about Najam Sethi and Hussain Haqqani (two journalists imprisoned this year) while talking to Ziauddin, left no doubt that the comments were meant as a threat to the journalist.

_____________________
Photojournalists maltreated by police

September 1, 1999

Two press photographers covering a rally organised by opposition parties in Karachi were manhandled by police officers. Saeed Iqbal of the Sindhi-language newspaper Hilal and Mohammed Farooq of the Associated Press (AP) were beaten up. Iqbal was beaten so severely that he had to be admitted to the hospital. The incident occurred when Iqbal, along with other journalists, was taking photographs of the arrest of leaders and others who had come to participate in the rally. The police tried to stop Iqbal from taking pictures, and when he refused, they started beating him with their fists and kicking him.

Farooq was slapped twice by a police officer while he was taking pictures of another procession of women protesters trying to reach the site of the planned rally. 

_____________________
AUGUST-1999 

Journalist harassed 

August 31, 1999 

Aurang Zeb, the chief of daily Pakistan Observer’s Lahore Bureau was threatened by an official of the Intelligence Bureau for helping a team of British newspaper Sunday Mirror regarding an investigative story about a cancer patient being treated at Shaukat Khanum Hospital. The intelligence official came to Zeb’s office at Queens Road in Lahore in Punjab province and started inquiring about his weeklong engagements with the British team of journalists. 

_____________________
Correspondents arrested 

August 25, 1999 

Two journalists working for The News daily in Chitral in northern Pakistan were arrested in a case triggered by a dispute over the control of the Chitral Press Club.

Shah Murad Beg and Jehangir Jigar were arrested by the police and kept in a lock-up and charged for a theft in the press club. 

It may be added that two groups of journalists have been fighting a court case for control of the affairs of Chitral Press Club.

_____________________
Photojournalist attacked 

August 16

Unidentified armed men snatched the camera of the Sindhi daily Ibrat photographer, Muhammad Ali Jagirani in Sukkur city of Sindh province. No motive could be found behind the attack though Jagirani suspects a police hand. 

_____________________
Policemen thrash reporter

August 17, 1999 

Ghulam Hussain Hajjano, a reporter with the Ibrat daily was mistreated by two uniformed and one plainclothes policemen, suffering an injury to his nose. The journalist was transferred to the civil hospital in Hyderabad in Sindh province. 

The policemen had told him that the head of the local police wanted to see him but when the journalist refused to follow them, they began to beat him. Hajjano carries a tag of being an anti-police reporter.

_____________________
Outspoken journalist escapes attempt on life

August 18, 1999 

Shabbir Baidar Bhutto, the chief of Kawish daily’s bureau in Sukkur city of Sindh province, was shot at by three unidentified men outside his office. The attackers equipped with automatic weapon opened fire at him while he was coming out of the office. However, he remained unhurt. 

Bhutto is well known in the region for exposing corruption by officials and denouncing the unlawful activities of local landlords.

_____________________
Editor of magazine found dead

August 13, 1999

The editor of Sindhi Adabi Board’s monthly magazine Gul Phull was found dead in mysterious circumstances at his residence. His body was burnt. Ali Akbar Jaskani, 35, was found dead, his burnt body found inside the bathroom of his house. He was living alone. 

_____________________
Journalist punished for cousin’s political association 

August 7, 1999 

Police in a midnight raid, ransacked the Karachi residence of The News reporter Moosa Kaleem, blindfolded him, took him into illegal custody and kept him handcuffed to a window in a police station for five hours. The police knocked the door of Kaleem’s flat in Bahadurabad area at 3.30 am. When he opened the door, ten policemen, some in uniform and others in civilian clothes, barged in. One of them asked his name and details of the whereabouts of his cousin who was an activist of the Muttahida Qaumi Movement party, while the rest searched his house without giving any reason. The policemen found nothing in his flat and then took him outside. Kaleem was stripped of his shirt and blindfolded with it. He was then taken to a police lock-up and handcuffed to a window grill. They interrogated him extensively about his associates, family and friends and repeatedly asked him to “cooperate.” His glasses, watch and identity cards were confiscated and when he was released at 9 am, his watch was not returned.

_____________________
JULY-1999

Former newspaper owner held 

July 25, 1999 

The police arrested Anwarul Haq, a former newspaper owner, on charges of possessing 10 kg of heroin. Haq, 49, the former owner and editor of the Urdu language Basharat daily, was arrested while returning from fruit market in Peshawar in northwest Pakistan. 

_____________________
Scribe arrested for criticising police 

July 9, 1999 

The police conducted a raid on the house Rasul Bux Khokhar, a journalist based in Jacobabad in Sindh province, for writing an article highly critical of the local police. He was arrested lodged in jail without warrants. Khokhar was freed the next day with a warning. 

_____________________
Magazine editor and staffer arrested

July 8, 1999 

The editor and an employee of the weekly magazine Pakistan News were arrested in Karachi. Police also ransacked the magazine’s offices and seized copies of the magazine from newsagents throughout the province. Naveed Shad Arain and Nisar Mehmood, editor and a staffer respectively were arrested for publishing an article that the police said could disturb sectarian harmony. The police registered criminal complaints against the editor, printer and publishers under the anti-terrorism act. Arain and Mehmood were released the next day “on medical grounds.” The editor of the Sindhi edition of the magazine claimed that the action had been taken because the magazine had regularly been publishing articles highlighting police corruption and high-handedness and cases of extortion.

_____________________
Weekly office ransacked

3 July, 1999 

The office of Pulse, a weekly magazine published from Islamabad, was broken into during the weekend and the trespassers stole the entire mainframe of the office along with valuable material. The whole record of the weekly has also been wiped out.

Dr Shireen Mazari, the Pulse editor-in-chief suspected the Intelligence Bureau as being behind “this blatant act of harassment.” She said her magazine has been regularly publishing news of the Bureau’s malpractice, corruption and highhandedness. 

_____________________
Censorship of online edition of daily

July 1, 1999 

Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd (VSNL), India’s sole gateway to the Internet, blocked the website of the Pakistani daily Dawn. No Indian Internet users were able to connect to Dawn’s website for about a month. The censorship came apparently because of the graphic accounts of the Kargil war between Indian and Pakistani-backed militants in Kashmir. 

_____________________
JUNE-1999 

Journalist barred from leaving country 

June 23, 1999 

Najam Sethi, the editor-in-chief of The Friday Times weekly based in Lahore, was prevented from travelling to London to receive an Amnesty International award. 

The Federal Investigation Agency told him he could not proceed and that he was on the government’s Exit Control List of people barred from leaving Pakistan. His passport was also seized and no explanation given. 

_____________________
June 21, 1999 

Journalist detained

Shafqat Rasul Malik, the correspondent in Jhang in Punjab province of the Islamabad-based Ausaf daily, was arrested on the orders of local magistrate Sardar Sher Afgan. He was ordered detained for 30 days for allegedly being “a threat to the security and law and order of the area.”

_____________________
Policemen kill newsman 

June 15, 1999 

Qalandar Bux Sohrani, a journalist of Kandhkot in Sindh province, was shot dead by two policemen. A motive could not be determined behind the murderous attack. Sohrani was travelling in a jeep with a friend to his native village in Jacobabad when the policemen, Assistant Superintendent Police Shabbir Ahmed Jakhrani and Constable Nazir Ahmed, both in plainclothes, chased and tried to intercept the vehicle. The occupants of the jeep sensing danger, tried to escape but one of the policemen opened fire from close range, killing Sohrani on the spot while his driving friend, managed to escape unscathed. 

_____________________
Gunmen threaten to kill journalist

June 6, 1999 

Armed men broke into the Lahore house of Aslam Khan, special correspondent of The News, and asked for his whereabouts. He was not at home. The Kalashnikov-totting attackers held Khan’s family and some guests at gunpoint for two hours and threatened to kill him if he did not rein in his pen. 

_____________________
India bans Pakistan Television transmissions

June 2, 1999

In New Delhi, Indian Minister for Information and Broadcasting Pramod Mahajan banned the transmission of Pakistan Television (PTV) by cable operators in the country.

Mahajan said cable operators in India would be prohibited from telecasting PTV programmes because of the “vilification campaign against India, especially in connection with the Kargil situation,” a reference to the military operations launched by the Indian army in Kashmir. All independent international media are banned in Indian-controlled Kashmir, in efforts to maintain an almost complete news blackout regarding human rights violations there. Pakistan has long accused India of jamming PTV transmission via satellites and interference relays. This is in contrast to the unrestricted availability in Pakistan of Indian satellite networks. The Indians stations are not only popular in Pakistan, but businesses in Pakistan also provide considerable advertising to these stations.

_____________________
MAY-1999 

Newsletter’s publication licence cancelled

May 23, 1999

The government of Punjab province cancelled the declaration, or publication licence, of the quarterly newsletter of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP).

The newsletter focuses on human rights violations as well other issues related to human rights, such as judgements in court cases, as well as the activities of the HRCP in areas such as bonded labour, women’s rights, rights of prisoners, etc. Three minor technical reasons were given for the cancellation of the declaration: the HRCP did not inform the government’s Information Department of its change of address and printer, nor did it send the department two copies of the newsletter, as required under the terms of the declaration. According to an HRCP official, the requirement to inform the government of any change of address and other minor changes was only necessary under the annulled Press and Publication Ordinance of 1963. After the repeal of the Press and Publication Ordinance, they felt that such requirements no longer existed. The Registration of Printing Presses and Publications Ordinance (1989), the successor to the Press and Publications Ordinance, was also allowed to lapse in 1997. There is now considerable confusion on matters relating to the registration of publications.

_____________________
Police assault journalists

May 19, 1999

Police in Lahore in Punjab province assaulted a photographer and a reporter covering a funeral procession of four alleged robbers who were killed in a police encounter. Naseer Chaudhry, a photographer of the daily evening newspaper Naya Akhbar, suffered a fractured leg as he was thrown from a tractor-trolley. Chaudhry was taking photographs of the procession from the tractor-trolley when the police asked him to stop and clear the scene. When he declined, the police beat him and pushed him from the trolley. When Zahid Ali Khan, a reporter of the daily Khabrain tried to help his colleague, the police also beat him. Chaudhry was admitted to hospital with a fractured leg, while Khan was treated for bruises.

_____________________
Authorities seize copies of magazine

May 18, 1999

Authorities at the Karachi airport in Sindh province seized 4,000 copies of the London-based weekly The Economist without explanation. The lead story of the Asia edition of the magazine was headlined “The Rot in Pakistan” and focused on Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s government’s crackdown on press freedom. 

_____________________
Newsman’s house raided, two brothers arrested

May 16, 1999 

The police raided the house of Shafiqur Rehman Butt, the correspondent of daily Sahafat in Sahiwal in Punjab province and also arrested his two brothers after finding him absent. The policemen were looking for Butt for writing a news item critical of local police. The raid was conducted without any search warrant. 
_____________________
Govt prevents magazine from hitting the stands 

May 13, 1999

English weekly The Friday Times failed to hit the stands after thousands of copies were seized by the authorities in Lahore without explanation. The move was apparently aimed at preventing the views of the magazine hitting the street about the arrest and “disappearance” of the weekly’s editor-in-chief Najam Sethi a few days ago. 

Magazine publisher Jugnu Mohsin said government agencies had confiscated the copies of the weekly, adding that the government had been trying to stop the magazine from being printed. She said she had succeeded in getting it printed somehow but government officials intercepted the van carrying the shipment for outstation copies and seized them. 

_____________________
Journalist’s house raided

May 12, 1999 

Armed men broke into the house of Abbas Athar, deputy editor of the Lahore-based daily Nawa-e-Waqt and sought his whereabouts. Finding him absent, they held up his family on gunpoint and threatened to Athar if he “did not behave.” The attackers also scamped with valuables. 

_____________________
Editor beaten up by police 

May 10, 1999 

Police in Lahore in Punjab province, kidnapped and tortured Asadullah Ghalib, the editor of the Lahore edition of Jang newspaper. He was manhandled by Lahore Development Authority (LDA) police during a clean-up operation against encroachments at Mustafa Town. Some policemen started beating Ghalib when he intervened in a brutal crackdown on poor cart owners and requested that they be allowed to remove their goods. He was then taken to the LDA Plaza where he was severely beaten up, suffering a broken knee and multiple injuries.

_____________________
Editor savagely mutilated 

May 10, 1999 

Rana Sajid Iqbal, the editor of an Urdu daily Nawa-e-Sharar based in Sargodha in Punjab, was shot and savagely maimed by the goons of the local National Assembly legislator. He had to be administered 21 bags of blood to save him. The kidnappers included Hamid Hameed, who is mayor of Sargodha Municipal Corporation and son of MNA Abdul Hameed, and others, who cut several arteries of the journalist and shot him, leaving him for dead. The attack came because of Iqbal’s scathing expose of the father and son’s alleged corruption. The police registered a case against the legislator and his mayor son. 

_____________________
Editor beaten, arrested, held incommunicado

May 7, 1999

Najam Sethi, editor-in-chief of Lahore-based The Friday Times, was beaten and arrested in the early hours of May 7 by personnel of the police and intelligence agencies. They stormed his house and barged into his bedroom to arrest him. Sethi’s wife, Jugnu Mohsin, was also beaten and locked in a room and threatened of dire consequences if she tried to raise alarm. The plainclothes officials used filthy language when she asked to see the arrest warrants. About 15 armed men arrived in vehicles bearing government registration plates at around 3 am and started beating the two security guards posted at the gate. They then entered the house and banged at the bedroom door. As soon as Sethi opened the door they started beating him. His wife tried to rescue him but was also manhandled. Earlier in the week Sethi was harassed by law enforcement agencies since being interviewed for the BBC “Correspondent” programme. Senior government officials had cautioned him for his work with a BBC team, terming it an attempt to “destabilise the country and overthrow the government.” State-controlled television and Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) accused Sethi of “unpatriotic behaviour” because of a lecture he delivered in India which the authorities claimed was “against Pakistan.” Sethi had received numerous threatening phone calls and had earlier stated that he feared that his house or office would be attacked and that he would be arrested. He was held for several weeks, his whereabouts concealed, before being freed by the Nawaz Sharif government in the face of international pressure. 

_____________________
Govt bans magazine 

May 6, 1999 

The government of Sindh province banned a Sindhi language monthly Subho Thendo published from Hyderabad. The magazine, published by Gul Hassan Karano, according to the provincial Home Department contained “material against religion, the federation of Pakistan, the army and intelligence agencies.” 

_____________________
Senior newsman’s car burnt to cinders

May 5, 1999 

Unidentified men, believed to be intelligence officials, burnt the car of The News Current Affairs Editor Imtiaz Alam to cinders outside his Lahore residence. The men broke open the gate of Alam’s residence – inside a hospital for the mentally ill where his wife works – and burnt the car after taking it out of the house. An old car, parked in front of the vandalised vehicle, was first removed before burning the vehicle. Alam had been receiving threatening calls for several months, and police were also deployed at his residence for some weeks – but were withdrawn some days ago on his request.

_____________________
Journalist detained, tortured 

May 4, 1999 

Around midnight in Rawalpindi near the federal capital Islamabad, Hussain Haqqani, a veteran journalist and opposition leader, was picked up by a group of men believed to be agents of Federal Investigation Agency (FIA). Haqqani was badly beaten and detained for questioning related to his interviews with a BBC team producing a program for the “Correspondent” series on high-level corruption in Nawaz Sharif government. Haqqani was abducted along with his brother Colonel Hassan, a colonel in Pakistan’s army, as the two strolled in a military cantonment area. Col Hassan was taken in a separate car from his brother, and released the next day after his captors realised they were holding an army officer. Both brothers were tortured and interrogated.

_____________________
Journalist tortured by govt men 

May 3, 1999 

Mehmood Ahmed Khan (M A K) Lodhi, who heads the investigations bureau for the Lahore edition of the English-language daily The News, was abducted by government men in Lahore in Punjab province. He was harassed and interrogated for two days about his involvement with a BBC team investigating corruption charges against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family businesses before being released. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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